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SUBJECT: BRITISH TALK WITH BELIZEAN PRIME MINISTER 

REF: LONDON 3794 

1. ACCORDING TO FCO SOURCE, BELIZEAN PRIME MINISTER 
PRICE'S VISIT TO LONDON WENT "FAIRLY WELL." PRICE AGREED 
THAT UK SHOULD CONTINUE DISCUSSIONS WITH GUATEMALANS, AND 
BRITISH HAVE NOW PROPOSED NEXT MEETING FOR APRIL 20. 

MEETING WILL PROBABLY NOT BE HELD IN NEW YORK. BUT OUR 
FOREIGN OFFICE SOURCE WOULD NOT SAY WHAT SITE HAD BEEN 
PROPOSED. BRITISH NOW AWAITING GUATEMALAN REPLY. 

2. PRICE STRESSED BELIZEAN RIGHTS AND VIEWS TO BRITISH 
MINISTERS AND FIRMLY REJECTED TERRITORIAL ARRANGEMENT 
SUGGESTED BY GUATEMALANS WITH COMMENT BELIZE WOULD NOT 
CEDE ONE SQUARE CENTIMETER OF HER TERRITORY. 

3. DURING HIS STAY PRICE ALSO MET WITH OFFICIALS AT 
OVERSEAS DEVELOPMENT MINISTRY (ODM) WHO INFORMED HIM 
THAT TOTAL BRITISH AID TO BELIZE FOR FY75 HAD BEEN 
UPED FROM 2.1 TO 2.3 MILLION POUNDS. HE EXORESSED 
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MOST OF DISCUSSION CONCERNED FINANCINOMF IMPROVEMENT 
AND REALIGNMENT OF "NORTHERN ROAD." BRITISH-SPONSORED 
FEASIBILITY STUDY HAS BEEN COMPLETED AND ODM FEELS GOOD 
ECONOMIC CASE CAN BE MADE FOR THIS PROJECT. FYI: COST 
OF PROJECT IS ESTIMATED AT 3 MILLION POUNDS WHICH IS 
WELL BEYONDODM'S PRESENT CAPABILITY. AT SAME TIME 
PRESENT BELIZE CITY PORT DEVELOPMENT AND BANANA GROWING 
SCHEMES ARE ABSORBING MOST OF SPARE SOFT MONEY WHICH 
MIQHT BE AVAILABLE FOR BELIZE. THUS ODM WILL PROBABLY 
AOPROACH OTHER POTENTIAL DONORS TO JOIN AN AID GROUP TO 
HANDLE THIS PROJECT. "IT IS STILL EARLY DAYS," 

HOWEVER, AND WE SHOULD NOT EXPECT A KNOCK ON OUR DOOR 
JUST YET. END FYI. 

4. IN SUM, FOREIGN OFFICE SOURCE SAID BRITISH ARE 
GUARDEDLY OPTIMISTIC OVER CONTINUING TALKS WITH 
GUATEMALANS. SITUATION CHARACTERIZED AS MORE PROMISING 
THAN A FEW MONTHS AGO, BUT SOURCE COMMENTED THAT HMG 
HAD BEEN IN THIS POSITION BEFORE. 
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